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1 1. (currently amended) A method of aggregating a plurality of entries in a table in a database 

2 management system into an aggregated entry in the table or another table in the database 

3 management system, the method comprising the step of: 

4 making the aggregated entry, the aggregated entry representing the plurality of entries 

5 and including a first field whose value is a metric value computed from a set of individual 

6 values of a field in the plurality of entries and a second field whose value is a representation of 

7 the individual values i ihe..metric value. haying^ 

8 the metric value yya 

9 of the individual values having the property that the individual values tie desn 

1 2. (original) The method set forth in claim 1 further comprising the step of: 

2 deleting the plurality of entries represented by the aggregated entry. 

1 3. (previously presented) The method set forth in claim 1 wherein. 

2 the second field's value has a size which varies with the number of the individual values. 

1 4. (previously presented) The method set forth in claim 3 wherein: 

2 The second field's value is a character string, the character string comprising a sequence 

3 of characters tor each individual member of the set and separator characters separating each 

4 sequence of characters. 

1 5. (previously presented) The method set forth in claim 1 wherein; 

2 the second field's value has a size which is constant regardless of the number of the 

3 individual members in the set. 

1 6. (previously presented) The method set forth in claim 5 wherein: 

2 the second field's value comprises a string of elements, the string of elements having an 

3 element corresponding to each potential value of the individual values that belong to the set, the 

4 presence of a particular individual value in the set being indicated by a first, value of the 

5 corresponding element and the absence of the particular individual value from the set being 

6 indicated by a second value of the corresponding element 

1 7. (previously presented) The method set forth in claim I wherein: 

2 the individual values are time values. 
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1 8. (previously presented) The method set forth in claim I wherein: 

2 the individual values are location values. 
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1 25. (currently amended) A data storage device, characterized in that: 

2 the data storage device contains code which when executed by a processor performs 

3 aggregation of a plurality of entries in a table in a database management system into an 

4 aggregated entry in the table or another table in the database management system, the code 

5 comprising instnictions for: 

6 making the aggregated entry, the aggregated entry representing the plurality of entries 

7 and including a first field whose value is a metric value computed from a set of individual 

8 values of a field in the plurality of entries and a second field whose value is a representation of 

9 i \ lual value f ilue having the property drat iiu 1 < li I i i • h t 
10 the men ii %at < , ' t ed fmm t he metric value and the represent .-num 
M e indivi es ha tp f ! f ) it x I tiii 

1 26. (previously presented) The data storage device set forth in claim 25 further characterized in 

2 that the code further comprises: 
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3 instructions fbs . > te plurality of entries represented by the aggregated entry. 

1 27. (previously presented) The data storage device set forth in claim 25 further characterized in 

2 that; 

3 the second field's value has a size which varies with the number of the individual values. 

1 28. (previously presented) The data storage device set forth in claim 27 further characterized in 

2 that: 

3 The second field's value is a character string, the character string comprising a sequence 

4 of characters for each individual value, and separator characters separating each sequence of 

5 characters 

1 29. (previously presented) The data storage device set. forth in claim 25 further characterized in 

2 that: 

3 the second field's value has a size which is constant regardless of the number of the 

4 individual values. 

I. 30. (previously presented) The data storage device set forth in claim 29 further characterized in 

2 that: 

3 the second field's value comprises a string of elements, the string of elements having an 



4 element corresponding to each potential value of the individual values that belong to the set the 

5 presence of a particular individual value being indicated by a first value of the corresponding 

6 element, and the absence of the particular individual value being indicated by a second value of 

7 the corresponding element. 

1 3 ! ( previously presented) The data storage device set forth in claim 25 further characterized in 

2 that: 



3 the individual values are time values. 

1 32. (previously presented) The data storage device set forth in claim 25 further characterized in 

2 that: 

3 the i ndi vidua! val ues are location values. 



OLD-2002-247-01 



4 



oracleO 1.026 



ORACLE CONFIDENTIAL 



j 


33 




2 


>4 


(cancel 1 1- ci } 


3 


35. 




4 




{cancelled) 




37 


{ Cttnccilcd } 


6 


>S 


{ cancel \ ^d } 






(cancelled) 


8 


40 


(cancelled) 


9 


41 


\ vtfifvvf * VU / 


iO 


42 


(cancel led) 


i 1 


43 




12 


44 


cancelled) 


13 


45. 


(cancelled) 


14 


46. 


(cancel ied) 


15 


47. 


(cancel led) 


16 


48, 


(cancelled) 



1 49. (previously presented) The method of aggregating a plurality of entries set forth in 

2 claim 1 wherein: 

3 the entries belonging to the plurality indicate occurrences of an event in the 

4 database management system, the occurrences being recorded by a management 

5 service in the database management system. 

! 50. (previously presented) The method of aggregating a plurality of entries set forth in 

2 claim 49 further comprising the step of: 

3 deleting the plurality of entries represented by the aggregated entry. 

1 5 1 . (previously presented) The method of aggregati ng a plurality of entries set forth 

2 in claim 50 wherein: 

3 the individual values indicate times of occurrence of the event of interest. 

1 52. (previously presented) The method of aggregating a plurality of entries set forth in 

2 claim 50 wherein: 

3 the indi vidua! values indicate places of occurrence of the event of interest. 

5 



oracleO 1.026 



ORACLE CONFIDENTIAL 



1 53 (previously presented) The data storage device set forth in claim 25 wherein: 

2 the entri es belonging to the plurality indicate occurrences of an event in the 

3 database management system, the occurrences being recorded by a management 

4 service in the database management system. 

1 54. (previously presented) The data storage device set forth in claim 53 wherein the 

2 code further comprises: 

3 instructions for deleting the plurality of entries represented by the aggregated 

4 entry. 

1 55. (previously presented) The data storage device set forth in claim 54 wherein: 

2 the individual values indicate times of occurrence of the event of interest. 

1 56, (previously presented) The data storage device set forth in claim 54 wherein: 

2 the individual values indicate places of occurrence of the event of interest. 
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